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me see it. It must be remembered that the doctrine
of evolution, as he knew it, and in the only form in
which it was then stated, was simply and purely that
of development by natural selection acting on chance
variation, and differing mainly by this from the doc-
trine of Lamarck, which had long been rejected by
the scientific world at large. We have seen since
then that this primitive doctrine has been largely
supplemented by other theories, and that it no longer
stands before the scientific world in the bare sim-
plicity of Darwin's original statement, though even
he, at a later date^ claimed natural selection not as
the only but as the most influential agency of varia-
tion of species in creation; repudiating, however, a
plan in the universe, and not demanding the influ-
ence of the conscious mind on creation. Agassiz's
primary objection to the doctrine was that it left the
creator out of creation, for it distinctly repudiated
the element of design in it; and, though he did not
recognize the Creator of Genesis, he could not dis-
pense with the supreme mind.

Myself a convert to the doctrine of evolution, in
as absolute a form as it is held even by the mate-
rialists, though differently, I am persuaded that if
Agassiz had lived long enough to see the latest de-
velopment of it he would have accepted it, as did
Professor Owen, who was, like Agassiz, and possibly
even more literally, a believer in the designer of the
universe. The fundamental ground for Agassiz's
rejection of it is stated by himself in one of the
lectures delivered at Cambridge, as follows: a Ime by my artistic friends and promising support-
